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2011 District Conference

Fun and Fellowship for All
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When Ann and | returned from the Rotary International
Convention in Montreal, we discussed just how this confer-
ence compared to the eight other conferences we have
attended over the years. Maybe it's because we missed
last year’s conference in Birmingham, England that made
this conference so special.

As for me, | have to admit that the Canadian Rotarians
“knocked it out of the court” when it came to making the
conference fun, inspirational and informative. So, District
7750 Rotarians start thinking of New Orleans next year.
Rest assured DG Becky Faulkner will be promoting it big
time when she visits your club. If you have never attended
a Rotary International Convention you have never really
experienced Rotary at its best.

As your District Membership Chair for 2010-11, | went to
Montreal thinking of our district’s challenges in member-
ship recruitment and retention. | continue to be convinced
that our recruitment problem is much less an issue than re-
tention. If we can fix retention, recruitment would take care
of itself and this convention’s break out sessions confirmed
that belief. | attended several breakout sessions but the
two with the most impact were Membership Retention:
Closing the Back Door and Vocational Service: A Basic Av-
enue of Service. As best | could. | took notes and thought |
should share some of the take-aways with you.

MEMBERSHIP RECRUITMENT: Closing the Back Door.
After hearing remarks from the panelist, this sentence was
posed to the audience with the participants given only
15-20 seconds to complete the sentence: “It made a differ-
ence when ” Here are some of the answers:

It made a difference when we recruited women to join our
club, started a monthly happy hour for networking, cre-
ated more hands-on, feel-good projects, started 30 second
commercials by members to promote their occupations,
businesses, etc., made a list of the 80% who do nothing
and asked them to do something.

It made a difference when we started a hiking fellow-

ship, started reaching out to those who lost their jobs and
provided some financial help with dues, created a “guess
who is coming to dinner” program where members invited

by PDG Myles Golden, District Membership Chair
members for a backyard BBQ and invited a special mys-
tery guest, sponsored a bowling party for orphans, started
a sub-group for young professionals, got more members
to attend a district conference, a mentor-mentee program,
initiated short vocational talks for new members as a
club program (4 ten minute talks), a most convincing liars
program with 4 panelist giving the definition of a word from
the dictionary (only one could give the correct definition)
and The Annual Giggles and Grub Dinner, a fundraiser that
has become a yearly tradition, now raises over $45K for
charities. These were just a few of the more than 40 ideas
posed during this session.

VOCATIONAL SERVICE: A Basic Avenue of Service: This
was a powerful program. Cliff Dochterman, Past President
of Rotary International, 1992-93, was the facilitator.

In his introductory remarks he reminded us of how Rotary
started in the first place and that Vocational Service was
what our founders had in mind from the beginning. In ad-
dition, he thinks that somehow our 2" Avenue of Service
has slipped in our priorities over the years. He thinks we
should get back to some of the basics that made Rotary
become the world’s most powerful civic organization.

He reminded us that the Object of Rotary was in the
making when our founders started Rotary in 1905. These
four young men were trying to kick-start their careers and
thought getting together once a week was a good way to
support each other. Networking is what we call that today.
He mentioned that Rotarians were using their own brand
of social media and twittering from the beginning, they just
continued p
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President Kathyn Smith winds up her first board meeting.

Past President Danny Bufkin

relaxes. ryn Smith.

didn’t have the tools we have today. In fact, many clubs had
programs for the very purpose of promoting their respective
businesses. In some clubs members brought their products
to the meeting and displayed them on tables just as we
have table top shows today. He reminded us that young
people today, the ones we want to attract, would value the
opportunity to promote their businesses and improve their
leadership skills and career opportunities the same as our
founders did back in the 1900’s.

In summary, this session reminded me of when | first joined
Rotary over forty years ago. | was given two documents,
The Four Way Test and The Object of Rotary. Those docu-

Amelia Nelson presents
attendance awards

Ben Phillips, Tracy Bowie, and Lora
Kline receive Paul Harris Fellows.

} i )
DG Becky with her husband Tom and president Kath- ~ Tom Roose presents Ben Phillips with his

Paul Harris Fellow.

continued from previous page
ments have been hanging in my office for all these years
and for sure on many occasions, when | find myself ponder-
ing a decision to be made, a quick consideration of both
the Four Way Test and The Object of Rotary have had an
influence on my decisions. Dochterman quoted from The
Object of Rotary: “The development of acquaintance as an
opportunity for service; high ethical standards in business
and professions; the recognition of the worthiness of all
useful occupations and the dignifying of each Rotarian of
his or her occupation as an opportunity to serve society”.
A suggestion for you, as you recruit new members and
develop your 2010-11 programs think of the true meaning of
The Object of Rotary.
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Emerald City Rotary Club selected
two Scholars of the Year from the
2009-2010 Students of the Month.
Nelson Henry and Taylor Masters were
honored at a club meeting and given
$500 scholarships and medallions as
recipients of this award.

Henry graduated from Greenwood
Christian School and will attend
Clemson University in the fall. He was
involved in numerous school activi-
ties to include Varsity soccer, National
Honor Society and Chapel band. In
addition to school activities, Henry
attended the Rotary Youth Leadership
Awards (RYLA) program at Erskine Col-
lege last summer.

Masters graduated from Emerald
High School and will attend Wofford
College in the fall. He was Senior Class
Vice President, member of the Varsity

Soccer team and a National Honor
Society member.

Both have been active in scouting,
each obtaining the prestigious Eagle
Scout designation.

“It was a privilege to extend this

award to two outstanding students
who epitomize outstanding academic
accomplishments and leadership. On
behalf of Emerald City Rotary Club, we
extend them best wishes as they be-
gin their college careers in the fall, said
Emerald City Rotary Club President
Lorraine Angelino.

Emerald City Rotary Club also setup a
$1,000 scholarship at Piedmont Tech-
nical College and a $1,000 scholarship
at Lander University. Both scholarships
will be distributed later this summer.

Nelson Henry from
Greenwood Christian
School.

Taylor Masters from
Emerald City High
School.

Visit from the Governor

Becky Faulkner visits Emerald City Rotary

DG Becky Faulkner and AG Claire Kuhl met
with Emerald City Rotary club’s board of
directors to discuss the club’s activities for
the past year and discuss the plans for the
next year. Becky said her is “Building Com-
munities Bigger, Better, and Bolder.”

The club has been active in many local
and international projects during the past
year. Funding for all of the projects was
been made possible by the community’s
support for Emerald City Rotary Club’s an-
nual Election Day Barbecue.

Becky congratulated club members for
being selected as the first runner up for

Club of the Year, and receiving the District
Gold award, and Presidential Citation
among other awards presented at District
Conference.

She also thanked club members for their
contributions to The Rotary Foundation'’s
Annual Fund and Polio Plus Fund.

“The Emerald City Rotary club is known
throughout the district as an excellent
Rotary club,” Becky said.

PDG Isaac Shaffer and DG Becky Faulkner recognized Lorraine An-
gelino, Immediate Past President of the Emerald City Rotary Club,
for contributing to the Rotary Foundation and pinned her with
her Paul Harris Fellow + 7 recognition pin. President Jim Manley
presented Becky with a check for a picture book project for Haiti.
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Governor Becky Faulkner visited
McCormick Rotary on Wednesday, July
14. Prior to the regular weekly meeting,
club president Jim Morrow, club officers
and members of the Board had a private
meeting with DG Becky, Assistant
Governor Claire Kuhl, and Rotarian

Tom Faulkner, DG Becky’s husband and
official governor’s aide. Discussion was
wide ranging but included the newly
installed Rotary International President’s
goals and vision expressed in the theme
for Rotary Year 2010-11, “Building
Communities - Bridging Continents.”

DG Becky said she intends to “celebrate”
often during her year as District leader
because local clubs’accomplishments,
and their support of Rl programs,
deserve such recognition.

After fellowship and lunch with the
entire club, DG Becky spoke to the
membership. She congratulated

sk e
Rotary Club's first fun run
set for Saturday, Aug. 14
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McCormick Rotarians for the quality
of its local programs and for its
support of Rotary International and
District programs such as the Rotary
Foundation and Coins for Alzheimer’s
Research Trust (CART).

One of the smaller clubs in the
District, in terms of membership,
McCormick Rotary members are
consistently among the highest in per
capita giving to Rotary Foundation
and CART. The club has also received
multiple awards of both the RI
President’s Award and the District
Governor's Award.

DG Becky acknowledged that
McCormick Rotarians are recognized
throughout the District as an active
club “that gets things done””

by Abbie Caywood

Jim Morrow, McCormick Rotary President,
presents a remembrance of her visit to Rotary
District Governor Becky Faulkner.

It's ROTARY’S “Poker Run for FUN" com-
ing Saturday, August 14th. You'll want the
$300 Best Hand prize! How do you win
that? You drive up, register, pay your $20
entry fee, follow the directions to four
stops, turn in your “hand’, and hope you're
the lucky holder of the best poker hand.

Registration for the event is scheduled
to open at 9 A.M. Saturday, Aug. 14th, at

| the McCormick Food Lion, and close at 11

a.m. Fun Run sponsors are contributing
cash and merchandise prizes for winners.
Special T-Shirts are being printed for the
occasion and will be available for $10.
Wear your T-shirt and let the sponsor know
he’s being recognized.

The route is approximately 100 miles with
stops in Abbeville, Calhoun Falls, Lincoln-
ton, and back to Michelle’s, where we

McCormick Poker Run for Fun

party and collect prizes. It's a scenic route
planned to please the bikers, and stay out
of traffic. Whether you have a motorcycle,
antique car, sports car, pony car, sports
truck, family sedan, or whatever, you're
eligible to come out, participate, enjoy the
ride, show off your “wheels,” party with the
group, and collect your prizes.

Proceeds from the event will fund Rotary
programs for the coming year; Childrens
Christmas Shopping, 3rd Graders personal
dictionary, Pets with a Purpose, Annual
Scholarships, Rotary Youth Leadership,
among others.
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PDG Clarence Buurman celebrated

his 95th birthday on July 31. Many
of Clarence’s Rotary friends were at
his birthday celebration, given for

him by his family at his house. Also
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