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basis, I could explain in detail some of the most important 
aspects of Rotary and the services Rotarians return to our 
community. 

“Last year, I served as membership chair for our club. 
I challenged every member to come to the table with 
at least two names that we could target. We cross 
checked names against the noon club’s membership. 
We reviewed the Chamber of Commerce membership 
listing. Reminders regarding recruitment were raised at 
least monthly, if not more often. I thought it was vital 
for our club to seek out potential members with some 
vim and vigor, as a significant percentage of our club is 
older, retired, and less active club members. The real 
key to membership recruitment and retention lies with 
every member. I challenged members to think of those 
you come into contact with on a daily basis and ask the 
question...would they make a Terrific Rotarian?

“The economy has wrecked havoc on many clubs. Not 
only has this dire state affected fundraising efforts, it has 

also had a toll on membership. In speaking with members 
of several clubs, the economy has affected recruitment 
and retention. Two members I recruited have left the 
club. One member unfortunately lost his job. Another 
member was recently transferred out of the area and has 
promised to find a club that will work for his schedule in 
the Charleston area. 

One of my projects this year during my year as president 
is membership recruitment and retention. I would like 
to target former members who left the club for various 
reasons and new business leaders. I would like to see 
every new member get acquainted with Rotary quickly 
so that through their own involvement with projects, 
fundraisers and committee appointments, they are 
inspired to work hard for THEIR Rotary club and in turn 
the community.”
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Clemson-Calhoun’s membership success story— (continued from the previous page)

Water dedication 
in Honduras

A group of 7750 Rotarians went to Nuevo Espe-
ranza to dedicate a water system in memory of 
assistant governor Heidi Johnson. Among the 
group was Heidi’s dad, past assistant governor 
Joe Johnson. Heidi was killed in 2009 in an auto 
accident.

During the ceremony one of the women stood 
up and told Joe they all knew what it was like 
to lose a child, and that now Joe has all of their 
children. Then all the children in the village 
gathered around him.  What a moving moment. 
(see photo)

Thanks again for your support for these life sav-
ing projects. —Al Steele, Rotary Club of Fort Mill
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BOOKMARKS: DISTRICT 7750 LITERACY 
by District Literacy Chair Sara Mansbach

September literacy activities: Literacy Day and International Literacy Project

Opportunity #1. Haiti 
Past District Governor George Fletcher and I were 
among 7 Rotarians from our district who visited 
Haiti last November.  The Cange area we visited has 
been inundated with refugees since the earthquake. 
In February, we will help to restore the library, add 
computers, and add furniture. Cost $4,000.

We will supply French and Creole picture books to 300 
preschool children for their classrooms. They currently 
have no books. The cost of this project will be $1,800. 
Club contributions should be sent to Rotary 7750 
Literacy--Haiti to District Treasurer Robert O. Elrod, 18 W 
Seven Oaks Dr. Greenville, SC 29605.

Opportunity 2. September 8 is International 
Literacy day; March is RI Literacy Month 
Call attention to literacy in our world. International 
Literacy resources can be found at /www.un.org/depts/
dhl/literacy/

Questions on either project? Call Sara

Sara Mansbach 	
128 Sandpiper Lane
Greenville, SC 29607	
H:	 864-288-7893	
W:	 864-250-8868
F:	 864-250-6730	
M:	 864-414-0875
saramansbach@gmail.com	
Club: Greenville	

 Eliminating illiteracy is a 
Rotary goal. 

 
For some, age 3 predicts adult 

illiteracy

mailto:mailto:saramansbach%40gmail.com?subject=Rotary%20District%207750
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FOUNDATION FACTS

Doing good in the world – How can you help?
by Rich Waugh

Your Rotary Foundation depends on contributions from YOU 
to support and maintain its education and humanitarian ser-
vice programs. And, of course, your contributions are helping 
to complete the eradication polio! Do I hear you asking, “How 
can I help?”

Contributions to the Annual Programs Fund (APF) are the 
fuel that allows our Foundation to undertake all its wonder-
ful programs: Matching Grants, District Simplified Grants, 
Scholarships, Group Study Exchange Teams, etc. This year we 
have again set our District’s goal for $300,000+. This is in ad-
dition to our contributions to complete the $200 Million Polio 
Eradication Challenge. So, “How can you help?”

Here are some ideas:

Quarterly Billings – Ask your Club Treasurer to add a $25 
Foundation contribution to your dues billing and you will 
become a sustaining member by the end of the Rotary year.

Meeting Solicitations – “Pass the hat” whenever you have a 
Foundation program or ask each member to make a contribu-
tion on their birthday or anniversary.

Annual Pledge Requests – Ask each member to pledge an 
annual contribution to their Foundation just as they will do to 
their church or United Way campaign.

Paul Harris Society – PDG Bob Hanson would like to speak 
with you about becoming a member of the Paul Harris So-
ciety – a Rotarian who pledges a $1000+ to the Foundation 
every year.

TRF Direct – Want an easy, “do it and forget it” way to make 
your Foundation contributions? See: http://www.rotary.org/
RIdocuments/en_pdf/998en_usa.pdf

Memorial/Tribute Gifts – If you have a loved one you would 
like to honor, please consider making a Foundation contribu-
tion in that person’s name.

Yes, this is YOUR Foundation. As a Rotarian, please continue to 
support it!

District 7750 Top Five Clubs
Year – To – Date

1.	 Greenville - $14,207
2.	 Aiken - $7,868
3.	 Spartanburg - $5,560
4.	 Mauldin - $3,342
5.	 Newberry - $2,800

Rich Waugh 	
317 Bordeaux Place
Aiken, SC 29801	
H:	 803-648-0417
W:	 803-640-3171
M:	 803-640-3171
rawaugh317@bellsouth.net
Club: Aiken Sunrise

http://www.rotary.org/RIdocuments/en_pdf/998en_usa.pdf
http://www.rotary.org/RIdocuments/en_pdf/998en_usa.pdf
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First Foundation event just 
around the corner

by DG Becky Faulkner
Joe Babb, Assistant Governor for Area 
4 along with Assistants Governors 
from Areas 1, 2, 3, and 12 are busily 
planning the first major Rotary 
Foundation event that will be held in 
the Campus Life Center (CLC) on the 
University of South Carolina Upstate 
campus in Spartanburg. 

Deepa Willingham, the District 
Governor of District 5240 in southern 
California is the keynote speaker. 
Born in India, Deepa Willingham’s 
parents fostered in her a keen sense 
of the importance of education. That 
mentality is what eventually brought 
her to Santa Barbara for graduate 
school, where she has been ever 
since. 

Deepa had a successful career as an 
administrator at Cottage Hospital, 
and after retiring in 1987, wanted to 
get more involved in philanthropic 
endeavors. “I always wanted to give 
the gift of education back to the 
community. There are girls in so 
many countries who don’t get an 
education,” she said. The girls in the 
town of Piyali, India, for example, 
were no exception, and as a Rotarian, 
Deepa decided to put the well-
intentioned dialogue the group had 
about educating the underprivileged 
into action.

In 2003, she established a nonprofit 
corporation called Promise of 

Assurance to Children Everywhere 
(PACE) to meet the educational needs 
of girls in impoverished areas of 
India and elsewhere. PACE started 
with 25 students at its pilot learning 
center in Piyali, which now has 106 
girls enrolled. Another 200 are on a 
waiting list.  

Much of the administrative cost of 
the school is shouldered by Deepa 
and other partners, but each student 
is sponsored by U. S. clubs and 
individuals at a cost of $300 per year 
which covers the cost of books, meals, 
lodging, medical care and teacher 
salary. Deepa was one of the keynote 
speakers at the Rotary International 
Convention in Birmingham, England 
in 2009.

AG Joe and his committee are also 
planning an event in the afternoon 
for Peace Fellows from Duke and 
the University of North Carolina at 
the Peace Park that was developed 
by a number of Rotary Clubs in the 
Spartanburg area. There will also 
be a reception for Major Donors to 
the Rotary Foundation as a part of 
the event. Rotarians will be notified 
shortly about how to obtain tickets on 
line on the District 7750 website.

Oct. 14: Deepa Willingham 
will speak at USC Upstate in 
Spartanburg. Deepa is the 
current governor in D5240 
in California. She is a native 
of India and founder of PACE 
Universal, a non-profit that is 
creating schools for girls living 
in poverty in Calcutta, India. 
A reception will be held for 
Major Donors, Bequest Society 
members and Paul Harris 
Society members at this event.
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Sept. 23
Cherokee Valley Golf Club
5:30 Social
6:00 Ball Drop

Take the Southern Crescent 
to New Orleans with us!

Take the Train to RI Convention in 
New Orleans!

Paul Kumler of Greenville Breakfast 
Rotary is organizing a train trip to the 
Rotary International Convention to 
be held in New Orleans May 20 
through May 26. The train will 
depart from Greenville station at 5 
AM on Friday, May 20. The cost of the 
train trip is only $161! 

Go online at www.rotary7750.org and 

go to the District calendar to sign up. 
The deadline is August 9. Anyone who 
wants to reserve a seat must pay $25 
upfront. This special opportunity is 
limited to 40 seats and they are filling 
up fast! Don’t miss this chance to 
party with fellow Rotarians and meet 
other Rotarian friends from around 
the world!

Support the Golf Ball Drop at 
Cherokee Valley Country Club 

on September 23!!
It is now only a few more weeks before District 7750’s first golf 
ball drop to raise funds for Rotary International’s $200 million 
Gates Challenge. 

The Gates Foundation has challenged Rotarians throughout 
the world to match its $200 million gift after already gener-
ously donating $355 million to the cause of eliminating polio 
from the face of the earth. 

With polio stubbornly hanging on in only four remaining 
countries, Pakistan, India, Afghanistan, and Nigeria, Rotary and 

its many interna-
tional partners are 
on the verge of an historic moment of wiping out one of the 
most debilitating diseases on earth. District 7750 has already 
raised over $70,000 of their goal of $110,000. 

Participation in the Golf Ball Drop will make a major dent in 
the remaining funding needed. Join your fellow Rotarians and 
come out to the Cherokee Country Club on the evening of 
September 23 and help Rotary End Polio Now!

http://www.rotary7750.org
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7750 Attendance Report	 9 2011 District Conference
Fun and Fellowship for All 

Mark your calendars now for the District 7750 conference in 
beautiful Kingston Plantation, Myrtle Beach, SC! The date is 
May 13-15, 2011. 

The host hotel is the Embassy Suites. The cost of the room 
includes a cooked-to-order breakfast for four each morning 
and free cocktails/beverages and snacks each afternoon. 

Your district planning committee, headed by Betsy Schroed-
er, is already hard at work planning this event. The confer-
ence will begin with a beach party with band and low-coun-
try boil on Friday night. 

Meetings will take place on Saturday and Sunday mornings. 
Saturday afternoon will be filled with lots of different op-
tions for attendees including a sand castle building contest, 
a putt-putt challenge and, of course, golf, shopping or just 
lounging by one of the eleven pools in the complex. 

Saturday night will be highlighted by our traditional formal 
dinner with, for the first time ever, a children’s table, with 
babysitters, for your children and grandchildren. 

 More details to come in subsequent articles and emails.

May 13-15
Myrtle Beach
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7750 Attendance Report
July 2010

Club

Members  
6-30-09

Current 
Members

YTD-Chg

Meetings 
Held

Average 
Attend%

Abbeville 46 45 -1 5 60.00
Aiken 170 169 -1 3 82.30
Aiken Sunrise 35 35 0 5 84.57
Anderson 113 111 -2 2 49.50
Batesburg-Leesville 25 24 -1 4 54.00
Blacksburg 12 12 0 3 83.24
Chester 56 57 1 4 66.52
Clemson 105 101 -4 3 72.08
Clemson-Calhoun 25 26 1 4 81.04
Clinton 35 35 0 3 56.04
Clover 22 22 0 3 72.73
Easley 68 69 1 4 82.63
East Spartanburg 15 15 0 4 64.00
Electric City 15 15 0 0 75.00
Emerald City 52 56 4 4 76.67
Fair Play 17 17
Fort Mill 94 89 -5 4 49.73
Fountain Inn 29 29 0 3 73.30
Gaffney 82 81 -1 3 48.72
Golden Strip Sunrise 23 20 -3 4 72.00
Greater Anderson 50 50 0 5 69.47
Greater Greer 9 9 0 4 58.33
Greenville 332 331 -1 2 63.07
Greenville Breakfast 18 18 0 5 80.00
Greenville Evening 27 26 -1 2 84.90
Greenville-East 21 21 0 3 75.00
Greenwood 123 124 1 2 78.41
Indian Land 40 39 -1 3 73.17
Inman 21 21 0 3 67.00
Lake Wylie 4 19 15 3 65.00

Club

Members  
6-30-09

Current 
Members

YTD-Chg

Meetings 
Held

Average 
Attend%

Lancaster 73 75 2 5 72.40
Lancaster Breakfast 78 77 -1 4 74.00
Laurens 64 64
Mauldin 38 37 -1 4 62.50
McCormick County 14 14 0 4 71.15
Newberry 68 68 0 2 85.05
North Augusta 20 20 0 4 58.75
North Greenville 25 25 0 4 79.00
North Spartanburg 43 43 0 3 87.00
Pickens 47 46 -1 4 81.25
Pleasantburg 46 45 -1 3 69.17
Rock Hill 97 97 0 2 64.07
Seneca 51 49 -2 4 60.26
Seneca Golden Corner 31 29 -2 3 74.16
Simpsonville 56 55 -1 4 94.70
Spartan West 21 22 1 4 68.25
Spartanburg 193 193 0 3 59.01
The Foothills 15 15 0 2 60.00
Twin City 23 20 -3 4 73.75
Union 49 49 0 3 72.73
Walhalla 39 37 -2 0 59.50
Westminster 30 30 0 3 68.00
Winnsboro 42 42 0 4 81.00
Woodruff 20 19 -1 3 59.65
York 44 41 -3 5 67.30
TOTALS 2911 2898 -13 70.21
53 of 55 clubs reporting  


